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7/22/09 Letter to Christine Dayton, Talbot County Historic Preservation Commission 

7/22/09 Letter to Beth Cole, Maryland Historical Trust 

7/31/09 Letter from Beth Cole, Maryland Historical Trust 

8/5/09 Electronic mail to Beth Cole, Maryland Historical Trust 

Historical  

8/5/09 Electronic mail from Beth Cole, Maryland Historical Trust  

11/23/09 Letter to Teresa Kampmeyer, USDA-NRCS 

Farmlands 

11/27/09 Letter from James Brewer, USDA-NRCS 

7/22/09 Letter to Tom Hamilton, Town of Easton Planning Department 

7/22/09 Letter to Stacey Dalstrom, Talbot County Office of Planning and Zoning 

7/22/09 Letter to Elisa DeFlaux, Talbot County Office of Planning and Zoning 

Land Use 

8/6/09 Letter from Martin Sokolich, Talbot County Office of Planning and Zoning 

Coastal  7/22/09 Letter to Elder Ghigiarelli, Jr, Maryland Department of the Environment 

Socioeconomic 12/17/09 Memo from Paige Bethke, Talbot County Office of Economic Development 

 















Jennifer LutzJennifer LutzJennifer LutzJennifer Lutz ////HuntValleyHuntValleyHuntValleyHuntValley ////URSCorpURSCorpURSCorpURSCorp 

08/05/2009 02:56 PM

To bcole@mdp.state.md.us

cc

bcc

Subject Easton Airport - Runway Extension and Various 

Improvements - Environmental Assessment

Beth, good afternoon. Thank you for the quick response, dated July 31, 2009 regarding the Environmental 
Assessment for the Five-Year Capital Improvement Program at Easton Airport (see attached).

This project involves the extension of Runway 4-22 as well as an Airport perimeter service road, additional 
hangars, etc. In addition, tree obstructions will be removed but stumps will be left in place . Land 
acquisition would be needed in the form of fee simple acquisition of  3 residences and 1 commercial 
property and several avigation easements over off-Airport property for the removal of tree obstructions. All 
physical construction, with the exception of tree removal is to take place on existing Airport property . The 
commercial property is located within the Runway Safety Area and Runway Protection Zone and would  
need to be demolished and the area returned to pervious surface (grass). The residences would be 
demolished as they would be within the Runway Protection Zone. The lots would be returned to pervious 
surface (grass) as well. 

I just wanted to receive additional clarification from your office regarding impacts to above ground as well  
as below ground resources. 

Regarding above ground structures, your response indicated that no historic properties would be affected  
by the undertaking. As I mentioned above, the runway extension would cause the need to purchase and 
demolish 3 residences along Hazelwood Drive as well as  1 commercial property (the old Black and 
Decker facility, now currently leased by Global). The 3 houses were built between 1977 and 1979 and are 
located within the Fausley subdivision along Hazelwood Drive .  In addition, the commercial property was 
built in 1975. Since we are proposing the purchase and demolition of these residences and commercial  
property since they would be located within the extended Runway Protection Zone and /or Runway Safety 
Area, I wanted to receive concurrence from you that we do not need to conduct an initial historic  
architectural review or establish an APE. In addition, I want to ensure that we do not need to establish an 
APE based on any viewshed criteria. I by no means want to create additional work, but wanted to make 
sure that you are aware of the facets of this extension so that we do what we need to do on the front end 
of this project. 

Regarding below ground structures, the bottom of your response says "archeology not warranted." I just 
wanted to ensure that since all physical construction is to occur on existing Airport property , that no APE 
would need to be established as the likelihood to encounter archaeological resources is low . As I 
mentioned above, all tree removal would leave the stumps in place . The residences and commercial 
property would be removed and the earth returned to grass. As with above ground structures, I just wanted 
to confirm that no archaeological investigations need to occur . 

Thank you again for your assistance with this project as well as all projects at Easton Airport . Your timely 
response was very much appreciated. If you have any questions or require additional clarification , please 
do not hesitate to contact me. I will be out of the office through Friday (traveling for business); however, 
am available via cell at any time. 

Jennifer

Jennifer Lutz
Project Manager
URS Corporation 
4 North Park Drive, Suite 300
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December 17, 2009 
 
Summary provided by Paige Bethke, Talbot County Office of Economic Development 
 
Global Defense Technology and Systems, Inc. 
 
 
Global Defense Technology and Systems, Inc. (GDTS), formerly Global Strategies, and originally 
acquired as SFA Defense Products, is located in Easton, Maryland and serves as the Division 
Headquarters reporting to Crofton, MD.  GDTS provides mission critical technology based systems, 
solutions and services for national security and programs of the U.S. government.  Their services and 
solutions are integral parts of mission critical programs run by the Department of Defense, Intelligence 
Community, Department of Homeland Security, federal law enforcement agencies and other parts of the 
federal government charged with national security responsibilities.  The Company is organized into three 
Divisions with Headquarters in Crofton, Maryland and McLean, Virginia.  
 
The GDTS Easton facility manufactures battle ready containers that can be easily shipped and deployed 
to accommodate large numbers of military users in rugged environments.  Recent GDTS growth at the 
Easton facility has resulted in a workforce of 150 employees and sales of $80 Million.  The growth is up 
substantially from the 2000 sales reported at $15 Million. Product life cycles from 2 to 8 years and 
additional contract awards will ensure work into the foreseeable future.   
 
GDTS currently leases the 200,000 SF manufacturing facility at a rate of $4/SF with 2 year options to 
renew the lease.   The existing lease will be effective until November, 2011 at which time it will be 
renegotiated.  The GDTS building is located at 28712 Glebe Road and situated on 50 acres, contingent 
with the south border of Easton Airport.  It is expected that this building and site would be critical to the 
proposed 900 ft extension of the Easton Airport Runway 4-22, as required by FAA, and would most likely 
include purchase of the facility, demolition and removal, so that the land could serve as a safety area to 
the proposed 900 foot runway extension.   
 
On November 20, 2009, GDTS announced pricing of initial public offering of its common stock.  The 
company offered 4.6 million shares of common stock at $13.00 per share of which 3 million shares were 
sold by the company and 1.6 million shares were sold by stockholders. 
 
Talbot County and the Town of Easton have been working with the Easton Airport and the General 
Manager of GDTS to consider the retention of this business a priority project based on FAA timeline and 
decision and the County’s support in approving the project.   A parcel of land has been identified, 
proximate to the current GDTS facility, as a possible site for the required 250,000 SF facility and 25 acres 
that GDTS  is estimating will be requiring for future relocation and expansion.   The 68 acre parcel of 
undeveloped land is referred to as Mistletoe Hall and is currently annexed and owned by the Town of 
Easton.  Mistletoe Hall is an irregular area of woodland and field with proposed access available from 
Goldsborough Neck Road.  The parcel is dissected with a wetland area that bisects the property: a 40 
acre parcel with frontage on Goldsborough Neck; and a 20 acre parcel with frontage to the Easton 
Airport.   
 
The Town of Easton and the Talbot County governments are working on plans to identify and secure 
funding sources which will support the infrastructure requirements to build out Mistletoe Hall as an 
industrial park and provide a relocation option to GDTS, as outlined in their business model.   GDTS is a 
supplier of government contracts and as such, has a production schedule that cannot be interrupted.  
Relocation of the GDTS operation must take into account continuous and uninterrupted production 
delivery requirements.   
 
GDTS is aware of the Easton Airport’s requirement to extend the runway and create a safety fly zone 
where their current facility is now located.  GDTS has developed preliminary estimates of costs 
associated with relocating their current facility that may serve as a projection for actual costs dependent 
on the FAA projected time line.  Based on the FAA’s approval, and the availability of FAA funding, the 
runway relocation construction project is currently slated to begin in 2019.  
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B-2: WETLAND RESOURCES COORDINATION  

 

DATE COORDINATION  

10/2000 Wetland Functional Assessment (Report Only), prepared by Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. 

1/6/06 
Wetland Delineation and Jurisdictional Determination (report only), prepared by Mill Creek 
Environmental Consultants, Ltd. 

7/22/09 Letter to Alan Kampmeyer, Maryland Department of the Environment 

7/22/09 Letter to Rod Schwarm, US Army Corps of Engineers 

10/9/09 Memo: Meeting with Rod Schwarm, US Army Corps of Engineers 

11/17/09 Memo: Meeting with Rod Schwarm, US Army Corps of Engineers 

12/18/09 
Wetland Delineation Report 2009 (report only), prepared by Restoration Ecological Services, 
Inc. 

1/12/10 
Letter to Rod Schwarm, US Army Corps of Engineers (letter and map only; referenced report 
is Wetland Delineation Report 2009) 

3/23/09* 
Letter from Rod Rod Schwarm, US Army Corps of Engineers 
*Dated 3/23/09 but sent as a response to 1/12/10 letter from Dave Hardin, Restoration 
Ecological Services, Inc.) 

 

 















































Memorandum         

To: File
Cc: Jennifer Lutz, URS
From: David Hardin
Date: October 2, 2009
Subject: Meeting with local USCOE regarding wetlands delineations at Easton Airport

I met with Rod Schwarm of the local USCOE office this morning to discuss past delineations
conducted at the airport and review that information in their files.  I also wanted to discuss with
Rod his past experience with the airport and where additional jurisdictional waters and wetlands
would likely be found.  We reviewed the 2002 JD, the 2004 delineation and permit, and the 2006
JD.  He provided copies of drainage maps he had of the airport to we could identify likely areas of
jurisdiction.  We discussed how best to handle additional jurisdictional areas so any JD issued
would cover all the additions plus all of the past delineated wetlands that remained.  The two
wetland areas delineated in 2004 were both filled under permit.  He suggested we submit the
newly delineated areas directly to his office with a request to modify the 2006 JD to include the
new areas.  He would then issue a new JD that would include all of the delineated wetlands and
waters on the airport.  He agreed to conduct a field review of areas flagged before the request
was submitted.



Memorandum         

To: File
Cc: Jennifer Lutz, URS
From: David Hardin
Date: November 17, 2009
Subject: On-site review with local USCOE of additional jurisdictional areas located at

Easton Airport

RES, Rod Schwarm (COE),  Jennifer Lutz (URS) and Mike Henry (Easton Airport) met this
morning at the airport to field review additional wetlands and waters flagged by RES on airport
property.  Rod agreed with our classification and delineation of emergent wetlands at the
southeast end of Runway 15-33, the waters of the US at the northwest end of Runway 15-33 and
the completion of the boundary of the wooded wetlands adjacent to Airport Road.  He asked that
we add the narrow drainage swale in the Airport Road right of way that connects to the area we
flagged as waters of the US by mapping the centerline.  The swale would also be considered
waters of the US.  After we parted with Jennifer and Mike, Rod and I looked at the swale
draining across the back and west side of the former Black and Decker site, now owned by
Easton Exchange LLC.  This swale originates off-site and travels along the edge of a steep bank
and the mowed lawn.  North of the bank is cut-over wooded that is at a scrub-shrub stage that
contained mostly a mix of upland and pioneer tree species rated FAC.  Species included tulip
poplar, sweet gum, loblolly pine, black cherry, old field blackberry, poison ivy, common
greenbrier.  This area is approximately 4-5 feet higher in elevation than the shallow swale.  
Vegetation of the swale was largely emergent wetland species within the channel such cattails,
rushes and sedges.  There were also scattered black willow and silky dogwoods.  The swale bends
away from the cut-over woods near the west edge of the woods and becomes primarily vegetated
with common reed or phragmites.  The phragmites contained scattered trees and shrubs including
black cherry and silky dogwood.  Rod suggested we delineate the swale from aerial photography. 
This was done using winter photography for both this swale and the swale along Airport Road.



WETLANDS DELINEATION REPORT 2009

EASTON AIRPORT

Easton, Maryland

December 18, 2009

Prepared for:

URS Corporation
4 North Park Drive, Suite 300
Hunt Valley, Maryland 21030

Prepared by:

RESTORATION ECOLOGICAL SERVICES, INC.
311 N. Aurora St.
Easton, MD 21601

(410) 820-7465

RES Project No. 0013-00002



INTRODUCTION

Easton Airport is conducting an Environment Assessment (EA) for the next five year capital

improvement project.  As part of the review, potential impacts to wetlands and jurisdictional waters

are being identified  A number of wetland delineations have been conducted at Easton Airport in the

past.  Each was associated with a specific project or group of projects and only covered that portion

of the airport or adjacent properties that would be effected by the proposed projects.  The most

recent delineations verified by the US Army Corps of Engineers are covered by jurisdictional

determination letters (JD) issued June 6, 2002 and March 24, 2006.  The 2002 JD was combined with

the 2006 JD to provide the most overall coverage of the airport and are currently valid

determinations.  While reviewing the areas covered by these determinations it was felt some possible

jurisdictional areas still had not been reviewed and delineated in the field.

An office meeting was held with the local Corps representative to review their files and determine

what areas on and adjacent to the airport had been previously examined.  This information was used

to identify additional areas to be examined for potential jurisdictional waters and wetlands in order

to complete the delineation of all of the airport property and adjacent properties where future impacts

described in the current EA could be expected.

FINDINGS

Five additional jurisdictional areas were identified in the field on October 21 and November 17, 2009.

These areas were field verified with the USACOE on November 17, 2009.  Other drainage features

were also examined, but not included as they did not meet the requirements of either wetland or

“waters.”  The added areas are identified by number using a continuation of the numbering system

included in the 2006 JD.  Area 7 is the remainder of a wooded wetland partially mapped in the 2006

JD and located adjacent to Airport Road.  Area 20 is a narrow drainage swale largely within the

grassed right of way for Airport Road and adjacent to Area 7.  It is classified as “Waters of the

United States.”  Area 20 drains into Area 19 which is also ‘Waters of the United States.”  Area 19
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originates as the discharge from an underground pipe at the northwest end of Runway 15-22 and

continues north under Airport Road where it becomes wetland Area 9 included in the 2006 JD.  Area

18 is located southeast of the opposite end of Runway 15-33.  This wetland begins off-site to the

south and the north end drains into a culvert.  The final wetland area (21) is located south of the

airport property on the adjoining parcel owned by Easton Exchange LLC.  These areas were added

to the existing map of delineated wetlands and waters and will be submitted to the local US Army

Corps of Engineers field office as a requested modification to the 2006 JD.  The revised delineation

map is attached as Exhibit 1.  More detailed descriptions of the added areas are provided below.

AREA 7

Area 7 is a deciduous forested wetland associated with a stream channel and partially surrounded by

upland forest.  It begins just west of Corkran Road as a narrow channel along the south side of the

woods and quickly widens beyond the channel across most of the woodland.  It then constricts again

to a narrow wetland with a 6-10 foot wide channel by the time it exits the woods at the west end and

connects to Area 19.  The channel was formerly intermittent, but much of the former flow that

entered the wetland from the south and east has been redirected to other drainage paths through

various construction activities over the years.  Much of the adjacent upland forest contains old fill

piles and is highly disturbed.  The wetland overstory is dominated by red maple, sweet gum, and

loblolly pine.  The understory and ground cover is fairly open with relatively few shrubs or sapling

trees of the above species.  Groundcover is largely field garlic, poison ivy, Japanese honeysuckle,

common greenbrier and multiflora rose.  Shallow roots are evident throughout as is evidence of

occasional sheet flow.  Soil borings confirmed the presence of hydric soils.  The area is mapped as

Fallsington loam, a poorly drained, hydric soil.

AREA 18

Area 18 is a 3-5 foot deep swale that begins off-site near the southwest boundary and Old Centreville

Road.  The swale drains north for approximately 950 feet and enters a culvert.  The swale is shown
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as a solid blue line stream on the USGS topographic quadrangle (Easton).  The topo quad suggests

the culvert drains to an outlet southwest of the intersection of Runways 4-22 and 15-33 at previously

delineated Area 5.   

The swale is located within a narrow band of Elkton loam soils, a very poorly drained, hydric soil.

Soil borings confirmed the presence of hydric soils.  The channel of the swale appeared to have fairly

constant water flow as evidenced by filamentous algae on the bottom and duckweed, a floating

aquatic plant, on the surface in places.  Vegetation in the bottom of the swale was dominated by rice

cutgrass, soft rush, barnyard grass, fringed sedge, and other unidentified sedges with occasional

clumps of common elderberrry and silky dogwood along the toe of the bank.  This area was mapped

as nontidal wetlands.

AREA 19

Area 19 is a narrow, 5-6 foot deep, steep-sided swale at the northwest end of Runway 15-33.  It

begins at the outlet of a concrete headwalled culvert and drains to the north and under Airport Road.

The swale drains through soils mapped as Fallsington loam and Woodstown loam.  However, land

grading activities in the past have greatly impacted soils in this area of the property.  The bottom of

the channel was exposed sand throughout most of the length indicating fairly constant water

movement.  The channel did not contain any wetland vegetation, although the banks were heavily

vegetated.  This area was classified and mapped as “Waters of the United States.”  Additional swales

that drain into Area 19 were examined, but did not meet the criteria for jurisdictional waters or

wetlands.

AREA 20

Area 20 is a shallow, narrow, intermittent drainage swale within the right-of-way of Airport Road

adjoining the airport property and adjacent to Area 7.  The drainage way originates off-site on the

north side of Airport Road, crosses under the road via a culvert and flows along the south side of
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Airport Road under the entrance to Corkran Road and continues west until it joins Area 19 near the

north end of Runway 15-33.  The swale contains bare ground and mowed turf grass for most of it’s

length.  It contains little wetland vegetation except for scattered individual clumps of soft rush and

sedges.  Over time it has captured much of the water flow that used to travel through Area 7.  During

periods of high flow it overflows into Area 7 as sheet flow. Due to the prevalence of water flow, but

the lack of wetland vegetation, this area was classified and mapped as “Waters of the United States.”

AREA 21

Area 21 was the only new area located outside the airport boundary.  Alternatives for Runway 4-22

would relocate and extend the runway to the south.  This would require the acquisition of the

adjoining property owned by Easton Exchange LLC (the former Black and Decker property) and it’s

grading to create a new runway safety zone.  Therefore, this property was examined for the presence

of jurisdictional waters and wetlands.  A constructed stormwater management pond is located in the

southwest corner of the property, but is not jurisdictional waters.  The north end of the property, next

to the airport, contains an area of cut-over forest that is within an existing avigation easement.  The

land drops sharply along the south edge of this area to maintained lawn.  A shallow drainage swale

that originates off-site to the northeast, traversed the property from east to west along the toe of the

bank.  The swale is dominated along the woods by emergent wetland vegetation including broad-

leaved cattail, soft rush, wool grass, various sedges, black willow, silky dogwood and buttonbush.

At the west end of the woodland the swale curves to the southwest and broadens in width for a

distance before narrowing again before it enters a pipe and exits the site.  This portion is dominated

by common reed or phragmites with scattered black cherry, sweet gum and silky dogwood.   Soils

traversed by the swale are mapped as Othello silt loam; a poorly drained hydric soil, Barclay silt loam;

a somewhat poorly drained soil and Elkton silt loam, a very poorly drained hydric soil. This area was

mapped as nontidal wetlands.
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B-3: MARYLAND FOREST CONSERVATION ACT COORDINATION  

 

DATE COORDINATION  

4/10/08 Forest Stand Delineation for Easton Airport, prepared by Restoration Ecological Services, Inc. 

4/14/08 Forest Conservation Plan for Easton Airport, prepared by Restoration Ecological Services, Inc. 

4/18/09 Letter from Zach Smith, Town of Easton Planning Office 

7/22/09 Letter to Zach Smith, Town of Easton Planning Office 

12/11/09 Letter to Zach Smith, Town of Easton Planning Office  

12/11/09 Memo from Dave Hardin, Restoration Ecological Services, Inc. 

12/28/09 Letter from Zach Smith, Town of Easton Planning Office 

 























































December 11, 2009 RES#0013-0002

Mr. Zach Smith
Department of Planning and Zoning
Town of Easton
14 S. Harrison Street
P.O. Box 520
Easton, MD 21601

RE: Environmental Assessment for 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan
Easton Airport
Easton, MD

Dear Mr. Smith:

Easton Airport is currently preparing the Environmental Assessment for the next phase of capital
improvement projects.  Provided below and on the attached graphic are summaries of proposed
projects and anticipated impacts under the town’s Forest Conservation Ordinance.  We are
requesting your review and comments so they may be included in the EA document.  Projects will
include construction of new apron and hangars to the east of Runway 4-22, construction of hangars
on the southwest apron, construction of a perimeter airport service road, removal of existing 14
CFR Part 77 Obstructions to Runways 4-22 and 15-33, construction of Runway 4-22 and Taxiway
A extensions, construction of Taxiway I, installation of CAT 1 ILS, removal of future Runway 4-22
obstructions due to the runway extension.

The 14 CFR Part 77 Obstructions are obstructions to air space required to be removed by FAA for
safety purposes.  These obstructions are exempt activities under the Maryland Forest Conservation
Act, and although these obstructions are not specifically listed in the Town of Easton Forest
Conservation Ordinance, they have been considered exempt by the Town in the past due to the
state law.  There are roughly 30 acres of obstruction removal that could occur both on airport
property and off.  Avigation easements will be obtained from all off-site property owners.

The extension of Runway 4-22 to the south will extend the runway safety area into the Easton
Exchange LLC property and will require purchase of the property and removal of the buildings. 
There is a 5 ± acre area of scrub-shrub trees at the north edge of this property abutting the existing
airport boundary that would also be graded and converted to turf.  This is the only forest area that
will be impacted by the projects that is not obstruction removal.  The existing Forest Stand
Delineation will be modified to include this property.  The existing Forest Conservation Plan will be
amended to include this property and all forest impacts and areas converted to impervious surfaces.

In lieu of reforestation or afforestation planting off-site, the airport proposes to pay into the Town
of Easton Forest Conservation Fund.



Mr. Zach Smith
Department of Planning and Zoning
Town of Easton
Environmental Assessment for Easton Airport
December 11, 2009

Page 2

If you have any questions, please call or email me at dhardin@restorationes.com.  Thank you for
your time and comments.  

Sincerely,

David L. Hardin

projects\0013-0002\ea review letter

encl.

cc: J. Lutz, URS Corp

mailto:dhardin@restorationes.com.




Memorandum         

To: File
Cc: Jennifer Lutz, URS
From: David Hardin
Date: December 11, 2009
Subject: Easton review of Airport EA for FCA

I contacted Zach Smith with the Town of Easton Planning and Zoning to bring him up to date
regarding the EA being prepared for Easton Airport and tell him he would soon be receiving a
letter regarding anticipated FCA impacts associated with the EA projects for his review and
comment.  I summarized the various projects including the extension of Runway 4-22 into the
adjoining property and the obstruction removal of trees for both runways that would be effected
by the FCA.  I asked whether the Town would continue to treat the removal of 14 CFR Part 77
trees as exempt from mitigation requirements.  Mr. Smith affirmed that would continue.

Mr. Smith reminded me we would need to amend the current FSD to include any additional
properties acquired by the airport.

I told him we would be providing addendums to the approved FSD and FCP as projects moved
into design and permitting.  I also confirmed mitigation requirements could still be met through
payment into the Town Forest Conservation Fund. 
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B-4: DELMARVA FOX SQUIRREL COORDINATION  

 

DATE COORDINATION  

7/22/09 Letter to Dr. Mary Ratnaswamy, US Fish and Wildlife Service 

7/22/09 Letter to Lori Byrne, Maryland Department of Natural Resources 

8/21/09 Letter from Lori Byrne, Maryland Department of Natural Resources 

11/18/09 Electronic mail to Cherry Keller, US Fish and Wildlife Service 

11/30/09 Electronic mail from Cherry Keller, US Fish and Wildlife Service 

11/30/09 Electronic mail to Cherry Keller, US Fish and Wildlife Service 

 













Jennifer LutzJennifer LutzJennifer LutzJennifer Lutz ////HuntValleyHuntValleyHuntValleyHuntValley ////URSCorpURSCorpURSCorpURSCorp 

11/18/2009 02:21 PM

To cherry_keller@fws.gov

cc dhardin@restorationes.com, mhenry@talbgov.org

bcc

Subject Easton Airport: Delmarva Fox Squirrel

Cherry - As a follow up to my voice mail that I left you, I wanted to give you a little more detail about the 
projects at Easton Airport.

As you are aware, the Airport is in the process of providing 21 acres of habitat protection through the 
acquisition of a conservation easement through the North American Land Trust on the Councell 's 
property. This habitat protection would off-set the clearing and habitat loss associated with the Obstruction  
Removal project associated with Runway 4-22 per the 8/3/05 Biological Opinion). 

Currently, we are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Five-Year Capital Improvement 
Program at the Airport. I have attached a graphic depicting the proposed projects that would impact DFS 
habitat. The EA includes a runway extension, airport service road, and hangar facilities as well as 
obstruction removal (trees). The only project that impacts DFS is the obstruction removal . Approximately 
30 acres is proposed for clearing and habitat loss . 

At this point in the project, we are hoping to discuss with you our next steps in accordance with Section  7 
of the ESA.

A telephone conversation may be the most appropriate at this time. If you could let Dave and I know when 
you are available, I will set something up. Thanks for all of your assistance with past and present projects  
at Easton Airport. 

Jennifer

Jennifer Lutz
Project Manager
URS Corporation 
4 North Park Drive, Suite 300
Hunt Valley, MD 21030
410.785.7220 main
410.891.9415 direct
410.785.6818 fax
518.727.9011 cell

This e-mail and any attachments contain URS Corporation confidential information that may be proprietary or privileged. If you 
receive this message in error or are not the intended recipient, you should not retain, distribute, disclose or use any of this 
information and you should destroy the e-mail and any attachments or copies.



CherryCherryCherryCherry____KellerKellerKellerKeller@@@@fwsfwsfwsfws....govgovgovgov 

11/30/2009 02:28 PM

To Jennifer_Lutz@URSCorp.com

cc dhardin@restorationes.com, mhenry@talbgov.org, 

Trevor_Clark@fws.gov, Julie_Thompson@fws.gov
bcc

Subject Re: Easton Airport: Delmarva Fox Squirrel

History: This message has been replied to .

Hi Jennifer,

We have a few questions about the project.

1) About Woodlot A:

It does not appear that the Airport owns woodlot A. Who owns it or does the Airport plan on 

buying this? 

How many acres of woods are expected to remain after the project clearing?

Can the remaining habitat be protected?

2) About Woodlot B:

We know the Airport owns part of woodlot B. How many acres of woods will remain after the 

project?

Could the airport put an easement on their own property to protect the woods or is that a problem 

incase of other potential changes that may occur in the future?

Thanks,

Cherry

Cherry Keller

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Chesapeake Bay Field Office

177 Admiral Cochrane Dr. 

Annapolis, MD 21401

email cherry_keller@fws.gov

410-573-4532



Jennifer LutzJennifer LutzJennifer LutzJennifer Lutz ////HuntValleyHuntValleyHuntValleyHuntValley ////URSCorpURSCorpURSCorpURSCorp

11/30/2009 03:28 PM

To Cherry_Keller@fws.gov

cc dhardin@restorationes.com, Julie_Thompson@fws.gov, 

mhenry@talbgov.org, Trevor_Clark@fws.gov
bcc

Subject Re: Easton Airport: Delmarva Fox Squirrel

Good afternoon. To answer your questions...

1 - The Town of Easton owns Woodlot A. 

It is the intention to obtain an avigation easement over this land in order to remove the penetrations to the 
Airport’s airspace. [Title 14, Part 77 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR Part 77) requires that the 
“imaginary surfaces”, which extend above the ground around all sides of a runway, be kept clear of all 
obstructions to air navigation.] Thus, the easement will restrict height and only the trees that penetrate the 
imaginary surfaces or are within 10 feet of the surfaces will be removed. We have not conducted an 
obstruction analysis to determine the height of the surfaces within that area; however, the understory 
would remain. If you need that to be more specific, let me know and I will see what type of preliminary 
obstruction analysis we can conduct. It will not be a complete clear cut. 

Regarding protection of the remaining habitat...under normal circumstances (where the trees do not 
contain habitat for a protected species), the easement that is placed over the land would simply be an 
avigation easement to restrict the height of trees and man-made objects. The County would pay the Town 
a nominal value for this easement. The land could still be developed; heights would just be restricted. I do 
not know if the Town of Easton has any planned development for this area given the location of the 
property to the Tech Park to the east. This land was noted on the previous Airport Layout Plan for the 
Airport as needed for future development. However, that was at a time when Runway 15-33 was going to 
be extended and Airport Road was to be cul-de-saced/realigned. Since no Airport-related development is 
to occur on that side of Airport Road now, the Airport/County would not be opposed to having a 
conservation easement placed on the land. Having said that though, the FAA would need to buy off on 
that and would want to ensure that the conservation easement would provide some mitigation credit. And 
as always with land negotiations, the FAA would need to agree on the money to be spent on a 
conservation easement vs and avigation easement and the Town would need to be willing to allow the 
conservation easement as opposed to an avigation easement. 

2 - Yes, the Airport owns the portion of Woodlot B that contains the tree obstructions. Only the trees within 
the yellow shaded area (on graphic previously provided) are obstructions to the Airport's airspace. These 
trees would be removed and the understory would remain. The trees within the woodlot on Airport property 
that do not contain obstructions property would remain as is; however, I am not at liberty to say if the FAA 
and/or the County would want to place a conservation easement on the remaining woodlot. Available land 
on the Airport for future development is limited; however, the price to develop the remaining land with 
mitigation costs may prohibit any sort of future development within that area. Having said that, this can be 
a discussion with the FAA and the County assuming that the placement of the remaining woodlot into a 
conservation easement would help with mitigation requirements. 

Thanks for your continued assistance. Please let me know if you have any other questions of if anything 
above isn't clear. 

Jennifer

Jennifer Lutz
Project Manager
URS Corporation 
4 North Park Drive, Suite 300
Hunt Valley, MD 21030
410.785.7220 main


